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tes potius oculos tonſofi Licinio committeremus. Arif = »« 
| Gleere-eyed man aſſayingto reade at mid-day , and finding ine- 
as. ar lay the fault vpon the Sunne, and not rather ſeeks i 
efted eyes. Hominum hc ſunt vitia, 
non —_— Theſe are the fanlts of men , and nat of good 
Arts , whoſe principles and theorems are true, certaine; con- 
ſhow, catholicke , and full of moſt Cleare , reſplendent and di- 
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ht of 0u7 muinder , tr 41 oft aims we can not , and 
eenctin:4s we will nat ſee. the- trueth. Rooks and opinions are 
Mentis pignora & quaſiliberi , as itwere the begotten, and 
chilaxen of our mindes. And what father ts there (though 6- 
therwiſe neuer ſo prudent ) who may not*be.reſembled to the 
Crow which thinketh her blacke bued the faireſt of all other; or 
to the Ape who fo oner-loneth her yoong ones , that by colling 
ſhe killeth then? It muſt be/a finle and blacks fault which a fa- 
ther or rather a mother will ſeeun her ſonne + and it muft be 4 
ofſe and paipable errour which a man will acknowledge , if it 
Joo huc ownt breedang, brooding, or broching. Po 
Ingenioqui vulkkcedererarus erit. 

Suum cuiqz pulchrum. Emery oxe i imlowe with his owne 
ſhadow. It is therefare nothing ſtrange vnto me , that.the ar- 
cient Phyſician (with whom 1 conferre in my (ub/pqgagipi/- 
conſe) and other learned men,haning receined theſe s 


taine thems in their writangs, by ſhew and.colonr of reaſon. But 
I mt needs Gnfeſſe,l cannot but greatly wonder at the flrange, 
wncoth,and unreaſonable Paradox, broched of late in this city, 
T hat, the Plague ts net-contagions. This famtaſtiche conceit 
bringeth to mind that of the Orgtonr:Nelcio quomodo hat, 
vi.pihiltam fit abſurdum.quod non dicatur & defendatur 
ab aliquo Philoſophorum. 1 know not how it commeth to 
paſſe, that nothing can be ſpoken ſo abſurdly , which iz not de- 
fended by ſome of the Philoſophers. 

Af any one of our coat, ſhould maintaine this monſtrous and 
permitions bereſie., the Tribe of. Phyſicians, would be ſo farre 
from diſputing the matter with hams , a« they would ſtraight 
ſend bins tha iceras to prerge his braine with Helleboye. 

Contra principia negantem noneſt diſpsrandum.No ar- 
Lument 3610 be beld with him who dewueth pruciples , and ra- 
wth the grounds and foundations of Arts. 

. The Plagye ts thus. defined by Phyſicions Peſtis eſt mor- 
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'O0 THE REAT 
bus acutus contagioſus plurimos inter rdlia 
#ſoarpe contagions diſeaſe. So that you ſee the Plague ts placed); . 
by Phyſicians in that ranke of ſharpe diſeaſes, which are contas= de mor, 

gious. To this indgement of Xicalapius ſchools, the Phales contag. 
fophers, Orators, Poets.and wiſe men of all ages hawe ſubſcri- =_ .de 
bed. How often dorh Tully call Cataline, and orher juch like **it: 
fattions firebrands,Peltes patrix,the plagues of their conntry: as 
becauſe ac the plague Jens his poiſon vpon the bodies of 
men : ſo they infetted the mindes of ſuch Citizens as connerſed 
with them, with poiſonfull and ſeditious thoughts and incli- 
nations. 
Shallthe ich, ſcab,meaſels,ſmall poxe &c.be acknowledged 2 
catching and infeftious, by the experience of ewery filly woman; 
and ſhall the plague be efteemed Animal manſuetum, a: 
harmeleſſe and innocent creature, But they eaſily reieft the 
authorities and reaſons of P hyficians as Naturiars , for ſo they 
call thaps, and reaſon thus from the Scriptures. The plague 
2 called the ſword, the hand, the arrow of God, therefare it 
cometh not by Contagion, ſnce neither an hand,a ſword, or 
arrow doth wound by contagion. TRY 
- The French diſeaſe ts called by a great learned man , Fla- 
gellum dininum ſ{cortatorum, Gods whippes ſent from hea- 
wen, to ſcourge whoore-maſters. But if any manwonld heere- 
upon conclude that it were not comtagione, common experience 
would put ont hisEies. Therefore theſe two will well concurre 
together, that the Lues Gallica, w apuniſhment inflifted by 
God vpon the filthy and beaſtty ſine of whooredome ( which mn 
this age is counted but a ſport ) and may be truely called the 
hand, the ſword the arrew of God ſmiting whoore-maſters,and 
that withall it 1s catching. and mfettious, as appeareth enident - 
ly in that it commeth nt onely by oncleane company , but like- 
wiſe by the breathor comtreftation of the tainted parties, and is 
ſucked in, fromthebreft of impure women, by poore infants, 
and the nuyſes themetues gining. ſucke to a thilde whoſe pa- 
remts wers paliuted,, are oft-tnmes infetted. The like may be 
ſaid of which may be alſo called the hand and ar- 
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row of God,&- nexertheleſſe is ſo infeftious, that mallwell or- 
ed common-wealths, the parties tainted therewith', Com- 
myini conſortio excludantur,are commanded to dwell apart, 
Non eft malum in ciuitate , quod non faciat Dominus. 
There ts no enill im the city , which the Lord doth not. It is 
therefore a fond conceit, to thinke that to enery particular man 
a ſeucrall plague or arrow ts ſent, and not rather a generall di/- 
eaſe whereby one infeiteth another. But they argue further. 
T hat which God inflifteth pon men by the miniſterie of an- 
els, ts not to be reckoned among naturall effefts: But the plague 
ec. Plal.88. 1.Paral.21. Ezech.4. therefore it ts not to be 
reckoned naturall effeits , and by conſequent the plague 
#5 no naturall aiſeaſe. 
If they will reaſon firmly, they muſt adde this word(immeds- 
ately) vnto the propoſition. And thenwe will chalenge the af- 


ſumption as faulty and inſufficient .It "_ be confeſſed that the 


angels themſclues are not to be reckonea among naturgl{ cau- 
ſes. But what ſhall let that, by the appointment of God , natu- 
rall cauſes ſhould be mooued, and attuated by the angels. Doe 
not angels both good and badde moone and ſtirre vp thewill of 
man, though the maner of their workings be ſecret , and to vs 
wnknowen, if not incomprehenſible ? This us emdent by the hi- 
ſtory of Achab,.rd Tudas. But who will deny that the will of 
man ts in the number of natural cauſes, and principles. And 
if the will of man may be inclined and difpoſed by angels , why 
ſhould we thinke that they hane nothing to doe with other na- 
turall cauſes. Moſes by lifting vp his rod, brought armies of 
flies and lice upon Epypt,raiſeda terrible haile, ſmot the Egyp- 
tians with nant ulcers. This was anextraordinary muni- 
ſtery of Moſes, afwel! as of the angels. But ſhall we therefore 
thinke, that the lice and flies came not of putrefattion,the haile 
of vapors concret ſodenly in the aire , the ulcers by the rottin 
of humors. Satan haning a commiſſion ſigned from God, by a 
mightic rempeft of winde blew vp the rosfe where Tobs chil- 
drenwere. Doth it therefore follow that he uſed no-naturall 
Canſes,or 1s not rather emident that thoſe Princes of the aire,do 
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in 4 moment ſtirre vp thoſe naturall impreſſions? The dinell 
caſteth the ſamnts into priſon, 2. A . 10. But by Tyrants 
and enemies of the church. In the 6. chap. The pale horſe, on 
whom death ſitteth as the horſeman , receineth power to kill, 
by ſword, f.. mine, wilde beaſts. Why ſhall we ſuppoſe that he 
vſed not naturall matter in bringing the plague and famine, as 
well as in ſending wilde beaſts or the ſword, which are natural 
inftruments. Aftermard in the 4. chap. The angels hae 
charge to reſtraine the foure windes that they hurt not the 
earth or ſea. Whereupon it followeth that vpon the Lords 
command they are likewiſe turned looſe, and bring with them 
diners affeftions and mutations of the are , and eſpecially con- 
tagious ſemmaries. It is apparant that the dinell (who bring a 
ſpirit, and of long continuance and experience, muſt needs be a 
great Naturian ) reacheth to certaine witches called Veneti- 
Cz, diners jlrong and unknowne poyſons : whereby thoſe wret- 
ched creatures worke much miſchiefe. Againe, if no natural 
cauſes did concurre inthe pet, then conld no naturall remedies 
eaſe it, much leſſe cure it. But experience leadetk vs that both 
theſe are untrue. We deny not but that the angels are vſed 
as inflruments & miniſters to mflsft thes indgement and plague 
the plagye for the ſinmes of men, neuther that this diſeaſe 
h im Pinan quid, a ſecret and hidden nature, ſo that 


we may inſtly with the inchamers of Egypt ackyowleage it the 


finger of God , yet we thinke it as abſurd to aff rme that there 
commeth no plague, but by the flroke and muniſtery of angels, 
4s if aman ſhould comend,that there was newer any haile, tem- 
peſt, rhunaer , fir - from natural cauſes , becauſe we 
read,that great hailes, ſtormes andwindes hawe beene raiſed 
by the muniftery of angels. Hiftorians report , that an old 
arke or monument being opened in Babylon, there exhaled out 
of it , ſo pernitous and wifeftions a ſpirit or breath, that propa- 
gated the plague exen tothe remote Parthians. And in the 
time of Marcus the Emperoxr', the ſonldiers of Auidius 
Caſsius, digging into an ancient ſepnlchre in hope of golde, 
which had not beene tonched for many hmnared yeeres , there 
followed 
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O Il HE READER 
followed inflantly a hnge and fearefull mortahrie. Tulius Ob- 
lequeus reporteth, that Etna caiting ſmoke and fire im abun- 
dance, aid exanimate and kill the fiſhes of the ſea adioyning, 
which the Liparenſes certame llanders feeding vpon preedily, 
brought a greeuow: peſtilence among them. Oro ſius, Eatro- 
pius, Auguſtine de civit. Dei, ard Liuie lib.9. make men- 
110n of prodigious froarmes of Locu5ts in Africa , which tying 
dead vpon the ſpores, and corrupting the aire, bred ſuch a pe#t, 
as conſumed im the ſole kingdome of Malinifla, 80000. and 
many more in the adiacent Conntrics , and in V tica, of 3000. ' 
men, 10. onely ſurumed. 

This may be ſufficient to ſhew that the plague 15 not abvazes 
the emmediat ſtroke of angels. Galen reporteth , that wpon = 
dearth mh time, where the poorer ſort of people were con- 
ſtrained to feed vponroots, acornes, withother more unhole- 
ſome and corrupted aliments, there inſued 4 great mortalitie. 
T he ulcers & botches which are thruſt out by nature , the pre- 
ternaturall heat,the drought, the reftleſneſſe, with many other 
[ymptomes and accidents of feners, doe proclaime thus affliftion 
anaturall malaaie. It hath beene obſerued mthis laſt morta- 
lity among vs (the wounds whereof are yet freſh and bleeding ) 
that women haxe paſſed thorow the prkes more eaſily & happity 
than men. $0 that this bath bene called The womens yere ; be- 
cauſe it uthought that for ane woman,s, or 10.men hae died. 

The like Ye muſt not therefore thinke,that either the Angell ts partial 
may beſaid #1 ſparing theny, or theey ſins leſſe hamous or notorronz than the 
of children {mes of men. The reaſon hereof (as Phyſicians hane concei- 
_ _ ved) t becauſe they have beene more traflable and eaſily per- 
creat num. [Faded to keepe therſelues warme , 10 keepe houſe and bed: 
bers: na= and by theſe meanes (their boazes being likewiſe more ſoft, ten- 
ture inthe der, and perſÞirable) haxe ſpent by ſweating and mſenſible 
being weak py-ayſpiration the Venimons matter of the Plague ; giming there- 
noe GE ſpeedy paſſage to that enemy of life, the heart and 
abletore- 9) P4114 ik | 4 Ip 
{it the fu- 0ther noble parts : Whereas men for the moſt part being ill 
rie ofthc howſe-dones accuſtomed to ſtirring and motion, hane beene ve- 
dilcale. yy prraly and inobſequent to the counſel of their Phyſicians, 
and 
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and by expoſing themſelues to the aire , haue loked im that den- 
erom gueſt , to whom they ſhould rather hant made a golden 
bridge: It hath beene lthewiſe obſerned , that this Epidemcall 
diſeaſe hath had as his beginning, ſo his increment, ſlate, and 
declination , and that it 1s now (for it walkerh ſtill f vs 
in corners) nothing ſo acute , violent and peremptory FA the 
moſt part, neither ſo contagious and pernitions, 4s it was in the 
State and Strength. Some haxe had the plague twiſe or thriſe 
thus yeere : but if it came only by the Angell, 4 mig ht undoub- 
tedly ſay with him, Let me ſtrike once, and 1 will not ſtrike the 
ſecond time. Seceſſion and departing the city hath beene que= 
' frionleſſe a meane to preſerue many ; as appeareth enidently in 
that 4 ſmall hanafull among thoſe great numbers who haue 
ſeepped aſide , hane fallen by this ſickneſſe mthe Countrey,and 
thoſe carrying with them from hence the ſeminaries thereof, in 
Ccompari/on of thoſe huge multitudes which haxe died in the Ci- 
ty : And could not the Angell hane found them out , a well in 
the Conntreys 4s in London ,? Againe , diners families vpon 
their returne, being ſafe in the Conntrey, hane beene preſently 
wviſuted, + nts Shall we imagine that the puniſving An- 
gelftayed their retiring , and had no commiſſion to FW with 
them out of the City? and not rather thinke,that the azre of the 
City being tainted, & their bodies difpoſed toreceine mfettion, 
this evil hath ſexzed pon them ? If we looke into the city, we 
ſpall finde that in Cheap-ſide and other open and large ſtreets, Remember 
and in faire , roomy, and ſpacious houſes the Peſt hath not ſet *®<hide-. 
an ſuch ſtre footing nor made ſuch hawocke, as in narrow lanes, —_— 
allies,and other peſtered and noiſome corners, where families of crie in O-. 
Poore people are thronged together , 4s men v/e to packe wooll- lines pariſh 
ſacks one pon another , ſo that one of them can ſcarſe breathe \n South- 
beſide his fellowes face. Shall we imagine that faire and ample K+ 
| ſtreets, that ſweet and goodly houſes are primiedged from the 
ſtroke of the Angell, or fromthe arrawes of the Almighty more 
than poore and ſmoakie Cottages ? Are not ſuch places as full 
fraught and repleniſhed with ſinnes of all ſorts crying to hea- 
wen for vengeance, as thoſe low and baſe Cabbins of ſimple and 
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miſcrable creatures ? 1 am not ignorant how ignorant and n- 


learned men argue ( as they ſuppoſe) ſtrongly againſt all theſe 


things. If the Plague proceed from naturall cauſes, or corrup- 
tion of the aire,then all perſons without exception, who line and 
and breathe in the corrupted aire , mu#t needs be poiſoned and 
infetted : which all men know to be untrue. But Reaſonit ſelfe 
will eaſily teach vs the nconſequence of this argument : for, who 
knoweth not , that one and the ſame cauſe doth not alwayes 
worke alike, and that effefts are varied according to the varie- 
ty and dinerſity of the ſuffering matters and obietts, The ſame 
Sunne hardenerh the clay , and mollifieth the waxe : one and 
the ſame Northern winde doth not pinch and pierce all bodtes 
with the like colaneſſe, If we ſhould grant that all mens boates 
were altke diſpoſed to receine the infetted aire (which us moſt 
falſe) yer there may be many cauſes why the like effeft ſhould 
uot follow tw themall. As (to make it plaine ) becauſe one man 
hath carefully uſed ſome ſonergigne and appoſit Preſernatine, 
another hath negletted or contemmed all ſuch conrſes; and as 
bolde and blinde bayard ruſhed vpon all dangers : another be- 
mg a little tonchedor tainted, hath ftraightway ſent for , or 
conſulted with a learned Phyſician,and taken a conmenent and 
rationall medicine : another either ſcorneth and refuſeth Phy- 
ficians and Phyſicke, or els ſendeth to the Phyſician , when the 
bell is ready to toll for him , and when the ſteed 1s ſtollen begins 
ro ſout the [table doore, 

But beſide and abone all this , we muſt know that God Al- 
miohty hath an oerruling hand, whereby he doth guide and 
deft naturall cauſes and effefts, and heereupon it commeth to 
paſſe, that Contagion though nener ſoſtrong, cannot ſeaze on 
all though nener ſo much diſpoſed and expoſed therennto. All 
men are not poyſoned that drinke poy/0n ; nor all killedwith the 

ſword or ſbor, that goe towarre. And yet poyſon ts lethall, and 
the ſword denoureth as well one as another. Therefore to argue 
that diners Phyſicians, Nurſ-keepers and Surgeons , conuer-= 
ſant about ſicke perſons, are not tamtedat all, . 229178 there 
ts 10 contagion mn the Peſt, ts all one as if a man ſheuld reaſon 
thus, 
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thus, that the Poſen of the wiper were not deadly, becanſs rhe 
Apoſtle Paul, bring bitten by a viper, had no harme, or that 
the ſword ts no dewourer, becauſe lehoſaphat being ftrangly 
belaid, and crying to the Lord, was delanered and paſſed wth 
his life. 1 hawe curſorily ranne over theſe things, becauſe the 
argument hath beene more largely handled of late by atudici- 
ou4 Dunne, and the opinion hath beene ſince that time ſome- 
what minſed,and qualified ; how ſubſtantially and clarke-hke 
I will not now ſtand to diſcuſſe. Onely I thought meet { becauſe 
thy: concen ts not onely erroneous , but dangerous and perntti- 
044 t0 the weale-publicke, and being too groſſely broched at the 
firſt, hath left a deepe impreſſion in the mindes of the vulgar 
ſort, who are as the Oratour ſaith , Pluma ipla leniores, a 
light as feathers , roſſed to and frowith euery blaſt of waine, 
a» idle heads, briefly to touch it by the ng, anquam aliud 
agens. Ir remaieth, that acknowledging the peſts , contagion, 
we norwithſtanding (who are Chrittians )carefully ary 
faithleſſe and n__ fearefulneſſe , whereby we are made 
ro breake all the bonds of Religuon, Conſangummiir, Albance, 
friendſhip and pollicis « the hucband forſaking and abandoning 
his deare wife, theparents leaning their children to ſinke or 
ſwimme , the Paſtor npofng brs flockg to enery denourimg 
woolfe, and che Mageftrate his people under his charge to all 
confuſion aud diſorder. We are apt ta ruſh into extrerpities, 
Thu were Inciderein Scyllam , whileft we wauld Charib- 
dim vitare, t9 avoid we enull, and conmmut as great, or greater 
miſchiefe. 4s he is ro be eftermed a goed ſubictt and crtizen, 
who though ke will not intrude wo enery fray made by dejpe- 
rare Ruffiens, with whom he hath nothing to doe, leaft L catch 
4 broken pate, or woorſe turne, yer will boldly enter the barrell 
nd 
hes e 


« card bis Cenmtrey when be as thereto called by 
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be repured a grownded & diſcrets Chriſtian, who as be will not 
ruſh rafbly mio exery twfelted and viſited houſe without rut 
ranſe, warrant or callg , ſowben he us called , or tied by any 
bond of Picty, Natare, er Palicy oe will not forſahe bu ſtation, 
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or detralt and forſlow ary duty or office , though the perfor- 
mance thereof bewith enident danger of health, goods or life it 


ſelfe. For mmtheſe caſes we may confidently expett a protettion 
from Heauen , and ſay with Heſter,}lf | die, [die. If we fall, 
we ſhall fall m, and not out of our way , wherem the Lord of 
heanen guide v5 by his good ſpirit of wiſedome, till we come ro 
the end thereof, which us the ſaluation of our Souls, 

Now to returne to our Amulets, from whom by occaſionwe 
haue made onerlong a digreſſion : as I gaue at the firit a brieſe 
aduertiſement concernmg them, without any emll intention to 
woundany particular man in his credit , (no not if | had beene 
able, as Iam not )ſo I haze retomned not in any contentious hu- 
mor, but in a deſive to be ſatisfied if Terre , and reformed mn 
my indgement. I muſt needs acknowledge, that conſidering the 
obiett of my Profeſſion , which 1 that ſhort Epitome of the 

and world, that wonder and Miracle of Nature,that Tem- 
ple of the holy Gho#t , that Lord of the mferiour creatures, 
Man,1 haue bene very ſcrupulous( if not ſuperititions in )vſmg 


any doubrfull , ſuſpitious , or dangerous Medicine whereof 


Thaxe not beene well and thoroughly perſwaded. FA any ſup- 
poſe this tobe Contentio de lana caprina aut aſini vmbra, 
roo baſe and meane a toy or trifle to be ſtood upon, let hims re- 
meber that it ts made no baſe dredge, but anoble,catholike, 
dinine Medicine, by the Authors and commenders thereof. He 
may likewiſe call to minde,that the mo#t precious Balmes,and 
ſoneraigne Antidots,c(which is more, Phyſicke herſelfe,that 
noble [crence, ts eſteemed no better by many than a meere tri- 
fle. Beſides this, if the oreateſt , learnedeſt, and complet 
Prmce of Europe , hane vonchſafed of late toſtoope [2 low as 
to take vp ( though tothrow away againe ) that baſe , ſtrange, 
il-ſanouring weede, or rather intoxicating poxſon Tobacco, 
diſcourſmg thereof ſo learnedly, inaicially, and admirably , as 
be may ſeeme to haue beene brought vp all hs life, at the feet of 
Hippocrates , and not exerciſed from his birth , in the go- 
Kernment of great States and Kingdomes , it can be no aiſ- 
paragement for me , who am inlimus e plebe, to ſpend ſome 
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ew ſpare houres in the examination of theſe Ammulets, Wherin, 
if I hane failed,and ſlipped now and then,( as 1 feare I hane tos 
often ) impute it Ipray thee ( friendly Reader) to my manifold 
anocations and diſtratlions inthis heany, dolefull, and lamen- 

table tie of viſitation: * 

Da mihi Mxoniden & tot circumſpice Caſis 
| Ingenium tantis excidet omne malis. 

The Lord of his infinit goodneſſe continue and perfelt his 0r4- 
cious worke of mercy toward vs, in remoouing wholy this grie- 
ous, contagious, and fearefull Plague , putting vp his ſword 

altogether into the ſheath ; and reſtoring unto vs the daies 
of Health and Comfort , that we being ſchooled by 
theſe affiiflions , may enery one of vs breake off © 
our /innes by compaſſion to the poore, and 
putting away the wickeaneſſe that « 
in our hanas, ſerue him in holi- 
neſſe and righteouſneſſe 
all the dawes of 
our life. 
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MODEST DEFENCE 
OF THE” CAVEAT GIVEN 
TO THE WEARERS OF 


impoiſoued Amulets, as Pre- 
ſeruatiaes from the 
Plague. 


= Micus Plato, Amicas Socrates, 
»\/®,_) /cd magis Amica Veritas. Plats 
\ (2 is a friend, & Socrates afriend, 
= but Truth ought to be the 

© )/ chicteſt friend to all true Phi- 
GR loſophers, much more Chri- 
ENVe>'> ſtians. I ſet foorth of late a 

ſhort Caueat , concerning empoiſoned Amulets, 
or Plague-cakes (as they are called) moued there- 
unto, as by many other reaſons , ſo eſpecially, be- 
cauſe I greatly feared, that through an vnſound 
and idle perſuaſion of their force, other more rati- 
onall and effeQtuall remedies wereneglected. An 
ancient and graue Phyſician, whomTreuerence for 
diuers good reſpects, hathſtood vp, and pleaded 
their cauſe. I amno Pythagorean; Nullize addict ics 
iarare in verba magiſtri, T would not willingly pinne 
my iudgementvpon any mans ſleeue , be heneuer 
ſo graueand learned , vnlefle I be drawen by good 
B 4 and 


' andſound teaſon; Hwmaunmeſf errare. Therfore re- 
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mining yervnſatisfied, I have thought good, nor 
inn 2h tg hutnor ; bur in yuh. per 
may be ſifted out;, and my felfe reſoluedand better 
inſtructed (if I erre) to cgnſider of them ſomewhar 
more largely 3 That if they be found ſo noble and 
Catholike a Medicine as ſome eſteemethem, they 
may be {till recained, and imbracedinour boſoms; 
add: 


if ypon examination they prooue ſuſpicious, 


dangerous and hurtfull, they may be caſhered and 
abandoned. Firſt therefore, becauſe Opinion and 
Name preuaile mucho foreſtall the Market , and 
wholly poſleſſe mens mindes with preiudice, lea- 
uing no-one roome for reaſon, I will be filent a 
while, and you ſhall heare one of the moſt learned, 
wiſc,and famous Phyſicians of Europe (I meane Ho- 
ratis _Augenim) very learnedly, ingenuouſly, iu- 
dicially, granely andhoneſtly (after his maner) vt- 


tering his mind of this point in Queſtion. Whom. 


Iproduce therather , becauſe it is intimated, that 
Italian Phyſicians (which Countrey without que- 
ſtion breedeth many excellent men intharfaculry) 
haue theſe Amulets in high and rare eſtimation. 
Heare therefore what Augeniue without exception 
one of the greateſt wy, in Phyſicke that /ralie 
nouriſheth at this day (tt he be yer aliue) ſpeaketh 
to this purpoſe Lib. 3. 4e Peſtecap. 27. De ſublimato, 
Arſenico Ctiſtallino,c Puluere Bufons,l haue read in 
the writings of fome Empericks , that the powder 
of a Toad, Arſenicke , or Sublimar, if they be 
warne ypon the region of the heart, ſo as they 
touch-the skin, do maruelloully preſerue men from 


the 
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the Plague. And they eſteeme this as a great fe- 
cret; ws as I vnderitand haue drawen huerybre 

rſons to be of their opinion. Iwhodo not eafily 
57 euery thing which I reade or heare, doe 
greatly doubt of the force and nature of thoſe poi- 
tons, anddo aſluredly perſuade my ſelfe, that they 
can neuer produce any ſuch effect. And that I may 
lay open my opinion , we muſt know that Experi- 
ence (eſpecially in ſuch kinds) is perillous : for {ince 
the ation of the Phyſician is performed vpon ſo 
noble a SubicR as the body of Man,the nature and 
force of euery vaknowen medicine is with great 
iudgement to be examined & ſearched out:and the 
Rule of Examination is to colder whether Reaſon 
approue and perſuade it, or diſclaime and reie& tt. 
If Reaſon allow and perſuade it,thou maieſt boldly 
vie it without ſcruple; butit Reaſon gainſay it, no 
medicineis ro be vſed, vnleſſe thou be affured of 
the operation thereof, by the long experience of 
men of ſingular iudgement. I ſay long experience; 
for we mult nottruſt one, two, or three experi- 
ments : but very many are to bediligently confide- 
red and wiſely gathered, that the right habit of ex- 
perience may be atttained,, which may deſerue the 
commendation of all men, becauſe it is one ofthe 
inſtruments (as we haueFiyd ellewhere) by whoſe 
meanes and helpe, Remedies are inuented. Ve 
muſt likewiſe marke well that our experience take 
her originall from a man werthy to be credited, of 
eatiudgement, wiſe, knowing well how to di- 
inguiſh from what caule the tucceſle proceederh, 
whether from the — the temperament of 
the 


4 _Aeain## inpoiſoncd Amalets, 
the body, the time oftheyeere , chance, orother 
infinite » Ir falleth out dayly, that weſee 
many , Which haue a farre different cauſe 
from that the common propie dreame of. Now to 
applicthoſe things that haue beene ſpoken , to our 
purpoſc,] affirme confidently, that ſuch a medicine 
of poiſons applied outwardly to the body , hath no 
manifeſt,probableor demonſtratiue realon,where- 
by we _— perſuaded that they haue ſo mira- 
culous efficacie againſt the Plague. They will ſay, 
that by {imilitudeoffubſtance there is attration of 
the venim from the heart, to the outward part , by 
theattractiue vertue of the poiſon. Butthis can not 
ſo mych profic, as euidently hurt. Letvs grant,that 
the venimous facultie of the poiſon penetrateth to 
the heart, I pray you what effe& will it produce 
there? Itcan not draw the venomto it: for there is 
none, becauſe he whom we will preſerue is yet 
ſound. If therefore,the heart be diſpoſed toreceiue 
the venimous infeQion of the aire, what ſhall hin- 
der the force of the outward poiſon,that it may not 
infe&the heart and other principall parts, and ifir 
be once entred into the heart, whatſhall letthe di- 
ſtributionof it by the Arteries into all the bodice? 
O great miracle, and neuer yet heard of, that a ve- 
nimous facultic ſhould flow into the heart, wander 
thorow the Arteries, &not finding his looked for 
friend, ſhould go out againe withoutany offence 
offered to the parts whereby hepaſled. Beſides, if 
theattraQtiue facultic be inuenimed, what reaſon 
can begiuen, the heart ſhould not be continually 
offended by the poiſon thereof. It is cuident , thar 
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' theheart is the principall obieRof poiſons : how 


fo4nk mnlenee 
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then ſhall it be touched by a venimous qualitie,and 
not endure wrong ? Tony their experience, I 
cannot yet giue credit to it. I deſire to ſee theſe 
things oftentried, with good ſucceſſe,to haue ma- 
ny ceſtimonies of Phyſicians of great iudgement, 
before I can beleeue them. Butletvscometo thoſe 
that are infeed , and hauerthe poiſon aQually ſei- 
zed on their heart. It may be they may doe them 
ood. None at all. For attraction proceedeth 
omthe ſtronger gr which draweth to it that 
which is weaker. Letthen ſome man tell me how 
he can be ſure, that the poiſon of the Plague ſhall 
not draw to itthe venim of the outward medecine; 
andyhy the poiſon thereof may not be ſtronger 
and greater than the other. Beſides, the matter of 
the Plague is notproperly poiſon but by ſimilitude, 
and therefore cannot be drawen by another poi- 
ſon. Bur me thinke I heare one anſwer to all my 
argumenes,that the cffe& is performed,though the 
cauſe be vnknowen becauſe it is ſecret. This is the 
miſerable refuge of al empericks,wherby they may 
eaſily wind out of any doubt, and abſoluethe moſt 
intricate Queſtionof our Art without much adoe. 
ButI abhorrethis from my heart; not becauſe I al- 
low no ſecret cauſe s,which I grant, but becauſe I 
thinke ita notorious fault, redounding greatly to 
the reproch of our Arr,if we run ſtill to luddencau- 
ſes, when manifeſt reaſon may eaſily end the con- 
trouerſie . How will they demonſtrate that poi- 
ſons haue this effec ? By experience. Butwhat ex- 
perience can they ſhew ymy ro receiue this _ 
2 te 


dit? And whete are the Phyſicians ofnote andlear- 
ning, which approue them ? You haue heard my 
opinion , reſeruing to others cheir better indge- 
ment. | 

Now that I haue ſtayed your ſtomachs with this 
honeſt,graue,and iudiciall ſpeechof Father Auge- 
plus One learned Italian Phyſician , who 
(if I ghttoo light) may well oy inthe 
ballanice with any one man whoſocuer he be, giue 
me leaue briefly ro examine the reaſons that are 
produced to proue, thattheſe Amulers do no hurr : 
ſecondly, that they do good. 

Thefirſt Argument, ifitbe not altogether im- 
pertinent , muſt thus be reduced toforme : 

There is vſe of poiſons in Phyſicke : therefore 
impoiſoned Amulets of Arfenicke or ſuch 
like, may beſafely vied by menin health , to 
preſerue them from the Plague without hurr. 

The propoſition is ſomewhat largely ſtood vp- 
on, which was-neuer to my knowledge called into 
queſtion by any man of iudgement, andthe conſe- 
quence which ſhould nk then proned, left alto- 
gether vntouched. 

Phyſicke conſiſteth of divers parts. That may be 
of vie inthe Hygieine the preſeruing part , which 
hath no place in the Therapeuticall. And there be 
many things of _ vertuceinthe Therapemrice, 
which ifa man ſhould praCtife vpon ſound bodies 
to preſerue their health , he might well be ſentto 
Anticyy2 to purge with Hellebore his vnſound 
braine. A ſturdichorſe requires arough rider. Ds- 
tv Nodo dar Cancas, In mignu & acts HHorby, 


vbi 
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vbi aver neceſſaridex morbo periclitatur anceps potins y;imus 
Remedium tentandum quan nallam. In ſuch cafes ſecamus. 


Phyſicians are inforced to vie Euphorbium , Opi- 
umn , and Paracelſws his deceitfull Laudanum, and 
that ſometimes in large quannrie : which yet no 
wiſe man will preſcribeto his Patients to preſerue 
chem in health. There is therefore viterly no con- 
ſequenceinthis, that becauſe there may be ſome- 
times in ſome diſcaſes vie of Deleteries in the The- 


 Tapentice, therefore they may be ſafely viced as Pre- 


ſeruatiues to maintaine health. For in ſuch caſes 
they are oppoſed againſt the diſeaſe to fight with ir 
as an Enemy , andſo by their colluQation Nature 
ſometime ſauerh herlelte , as when by the fighting 
of two dogpges, a Man ſometime eſcapeth withour 
hurtor wound. 

In the Curatimepart of Phyſicke, there is a ne- 
ceſlarie vic of the Saw , and of both potentiall and 
auall fire. Secanms , wrimas. And yet by your 
leane a Manin heakh will hardly be perſuaded to 
ſuch Preferuatiues. : 

BeforeI leaue this argument, I'wi our Pa- 
tience point at ſome defects in the ark - 
on . Arſcnicke, Orpiment, Toads and 
Adders, are acknowledged ranke and deadly poi- 
ſons inthe higheſtdegree. This is true concerning 
the Minerals which confiſt of ſimilar parts. But 
touching Toadsand Adders, t cannot be verified, 
that they beablolarely and generally poiſons. For 


' theſchauetheirvenome,, Mmrertes, of determamat is 
 Partiban:in centane inate 


vane 
uerfally diffuſed thorow the whoſe bode. Tow 
C3 ching 


3 Againflympoiſoned Amalets, 
ching Adders or Vipers it iseuident that their Poi- 
ſon lodgeth onely in the head, (ſpecially the teeth 
andtaile. Their fleſh(which onely is recc1ued) in- 
to that noble Medicine ( which thereof hath his 
name,and is called Triacle ) is ſo farre from being a 
poiſon, that it isa preſent Antidote againſt the poi- 
ſon of the other parts. And this will not ſeeme 

cifwe dare credit Jacobus Ferrarime,a learned 
Phyſician of Mamas, who in his booke De T heria- 
ca [andy ſer foorth , reporteth that he hath ſcene 
mens hands beſprinkled with the blood of Vipers, 
without any farther offence than alittle itching for 
a ſhort time. And I haue beeneinformed by men 
yet liuing in our owne Country, that they haue 
ſcene of our addersaftertheirtecth haue beene pul- 
led out, handled in menshands, and caried in their 
bare boſoms familiarly without hurt. The like is to 
be;verified of the Scorpion,who carieth his venom 
in his taile. And therefore when they would di- 
« wif themſclues, they rune vp their taile toward 
their backe, and there ſhooting their ſtings kill 
themſclues. And this they doe when they are ſo 
purſued as "oy ſee no way toeſcape , making by 
that meanes a ſpecdy riddance of themſelues. Net- 
ther could they die ſo ſpeedily of fo ſmall wound, if 
the inſtrument infliing the ſame were not vene- 


mous, ſince they will endure farre greater wounds, * 


without danger of life. Therefore it is euident,thar 
there is-in the taile of the Scorpion a poiſon contra- 
ry to the life and temperament of the Scorpion. 
Thepoiſon of the Spaniſh flics called Canrbarides, 
iscltecmed to reſide inthe head , wings, and legs, 

and 


| 
| 
| 
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' andthe body _ medicinable. So the poiſon of 
a madde dogge odgerh onely in his fome. The 
poiſon of Alps in theiregges: of the Leopard in 
the gall or choler onely : of the venemous Mouſe 
in the vrine * the Tortoiſe in the outward skinne. 
Bur to returne to Adders or Vipers, incomparable; 
Galen in his 11. booke of thefaculty of ſimple me- 
dicines, and in his booke De opt. Seffa cap.12.telleth 
of certaine perſons who being deſperately diſea- 
ſed, by the vie of wine, whereinto whole adders 
had by chance fallen, not onely receaued no ma- 
ner of hurt, but happily thereby recouered theit 
health. There is therefore ſo great vertue in the 
fleſhof vipers toreſilt malignity, that the venome 
of theexternall parts ſeemeth by the force thereof 
altogether drowned and ſubdued. It followeth nor 
therefore, becauſe there is poiſon inthe viper,ther- 
forehis whole ſubic& is a ſtrong poiſon. For ſo a 
man might conclude, that the whole body ofſome 
' men ispoiſon, becauſe there is in their ſpertle and 
reeth a venemous quality, asI my ſelfe with others 
haueſcene Ts « by a man in London, who be- 
- ing bitten by another lightly in the hand, was ſo 
| impoiſoned , that the whole hand rotted , andthe 
party thereof ſhortly died. Imaruell therefore that 
a man of note for experience & iudgement, would 
open ſuch a gappe tothe vulgar ſort, to loath and 
contemne Phyficke and Phyficians, (whereunto 
they are prone inough of themlelues) as to affirme 
that one of their moſt noble and famous medicines 
hath a ſtrong poiſon, his Baſts and principall In- 
gredicnt.. Galen in his booke De T her, ad P1ſ, . 
dt. 
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that the fat of the Crocodill laid vpon the wound, 
helpeth thoſe that are bitten by the Crocodill. 
The biting of the venemous Mouſe, is healed by 
the Mouſe brufed, and laid vpon the place. After 
the ſame maner, they thatare ſmitten by the Viper, 
arc helped if you bruiſe the Viper and apply her to 
the wound. The body ofthe Scorpion laide vpon 
the part, healeth hir poiſon. Droſcor. bb. 6, cap.44. 
E alia quam p'urima animalia ſaa curant male ficta. 
Yet the fatte of the Crocodill, the body of the 
Scorpion, or venemous Moulc, are not receaued 
into the compoſition of the Treacle, but doe onely 
helperhcir owne poiſons. We mult therefore ob- 
ſerue, that nature hath not onely giuen venemous 
partsto theſe creatures, but others which are alex- 
etcrysto their owne poiſon. Secw(atr guidam oma 
illa,ad vnwn malefictum edid [ſet ,ac de venenss ſollicira, 
remediorum fuiſſer oblita Otherwiſe ſhe ſhould haue 
framed them wholy to cuill and hurt, and being 
carefull of poiſons, ſhould haue beene forgerfull of 
remedies. A atura autem v1 11; ſuper fluts non abunaat, 
fic non deficit in neceſſarys. Nature as ſhe abounds 
notin ſuperfluities , ſo the is not defetivein nece(- 
faries. Now thele alexetery parts (as I may call 
them)are of rwo ſorts: Some haue an ingenitpro-. 
 pertic ofcuring their owne poiſons, without admi- 
ſtion of other things , as the fatte of the Crocodill 
and the Scorpion whereof our Marchants that 
trauell to Confantinople have good experience. 
Other haue an ingenit and mixed faculty , as the 
body ofthe Viper, which without other alexeterys 
being laid on the wound, cureth hir owne poiſon : 


and 
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ard with coinmiſtion of other Antidors,extingui-- 
1heth ina manerall poiſons : Ga/exexplicateth this 

twofold faculty , L:b. de Ther.,ad Pf. cap. 4, where 
haning ſaid thar the head and taile of the Vipers 
are to be cut off, he addeth: And maruell-notthat 
theſe parts being taken away , thereſtof the mem- 
bers doe make the Antidot moreeffetuall , by the 
ingenit and admixed faculty of helping , which is 
in theirfleth. After he callerh their faculty ingenir, 
and admixed : Foras by their ingenir faculty they 
cure their owne poiſon, ſo by their admixed pro- 
perty, Porenti Amun efficiunt Alexiyharmacum, He 
that would be farther ſatisfied , lethim peruſe the 
booke of Galen, and he ſhall not thinke his labour 
loſt. Your ſweet kernels in bitter thels , precious: 
Diamonds in 'courſe ſtones, and Pearles in baſe 
oyſters , might ſerue well to illuſtrate this which 

hath beene already prooued, that there aie' cer- 
' taine liuing Creatures which hane ſome parts very 
hurtfull, or of no or little vie, and others very com- 
modious and beneficiall to the life and health of 
. mankind : but maketh nothing atall for your Arſe- 
' nicke, whois a minerall and confiſteth of ſimilar 
parts. The ſweet kernell is of a different tempera- 

ment to the bitrer thell , the precious Diamond of 
a more excellent ſubſtatice rhenthe courſe ſtone, 

or Oyſter wherein he is found. The fleth or fides 

of Vipers is of adiffering temperament from the 
reeth and head, wherein onely re{ideth the poiſon. 
Burt in your Arſenicke you can ſhew me no part, be 
it neuer fo ſinall , which is not Arfenicke, and that 


is aſtrong and ranke Poiſon, you may ſecke a good 
while 


moadar. Pearle.. This. is no. newesto them: who 
| haucany the leaſt inſight in Phailoſophy:who know 
righewell that inthe ofman, there be Orga- 
nical parts much differing in temperamentand na- 
rure.: and. that cuery laſt paxcell or portion of a 
{unilar part is. of the ſame nature and ſubſtance. 
Your cures wroughtby the fume of Orpmint and 
outward applying of Arſenicke, make nothing to 
our p : for it hath beene ſhewed,that there is 
vic of many things in the healing part of Phylicke, 
which haue no place inthe Gas part. And 


| et DoQors will perhaps make doubt of them, and 
| ec twiſe well aduiſed before they draw them into 
practiſe in hope to worke ſuch miracles as is repor- 
ted by them. Ir is well knowen that your dried 
Toad hath failed inthat maruellous effeR attribu- 
ted to him. 

But ofall other the words following ſound very 
ſtrangely and harſh.in my cares. 7 kno;y nor how 


they can be perpetually oppoſite to mans natare, nay if 
that be a rrue and ſufficient de finition of poiſon. 4 no 


time to agree with nature, I ſee not bow theſe things 
way. /anply be called poiſons , rhat at ſome rimes and 
ſome caſes agree withnature aſwell 4s « man would wiſh, 
Hereis ſtrange dodrine and new learning indeed, 
forour Philoſophers and Phyſicians. You ſcenot 
how Arſenicke and ſuch like poiſons can beperpe- 
tually oppoſite to nature. Then giue me leaue ſince 
L learned Logicke ſince your time , to\hew how I 
haue conceiued oftheſe matters. The very name of 
poiſon or venom implicth (in my conceit)an abſo- 
Jute 
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late contrariety and hoſtility vnto Nature. . And 
Warre is not more aduerſe-& contrary to Peace, 
vertueto vice,blacke to white, thenpoiſonisable- 
lutely, perperually8 irreconcilably oppoſed vnto 
nature. This wil more clecrly appeere it we peruſe 
the definitions of poiſons ſer downe by the'belt & 
moſt acute and ſound Philoſophers & Phyſicians. 
<Mercariali inhis firftbooke of Poiſons , cap.5. 
following Gallen and other Philoſophers, definerh 
poiſon according to the common notionand ap- 
prehenſions of men, to be fucha thing as killech 
men and beaſts irrecouerably , the-cauſe being vn- 
knowen. Au:cen (not fo properly) calleth ita Me- 
decine contrary to mans nature. Ga/em 4b. 3. xe 
Temp. calleth that.an Aliment which is ſubdued 
by Nature , and chat Poiſon which ſubduecth and 
vanquiſheth Nature . Himſelfe definerh it thus : 
Poiſon is a mixed ſubſtance, enemy tothe heart, 
and corrupter of humane nate. FerzeGw the 
French Galen {b.de Ab. Rer. Cauſe. defincrh poiſon 
to be , not that which alwayeskilleth or oppoſerth 
the heartthe fountaine of lite, bur wharforuer by 
his whole ſubſtance and ſecret force doth «either 
exringuith or notably offend the ſubſtance of the 
facultiesor their functions. | 
Phyſicians conſider and.contemplat athreefold 
difference of SubieRs intheir reference and relari- 
onto humane Nature : The firft ſorrare called Ali- 
_ . ments, the ſecond Medicaments, the third and laſt 
Deleteries or Poiſons. Aliment allareſuch things 
as hanca ſubſtance like and familiarvntoours,con- 
raining a certaine benigne and wholſome hearand 
D 2 ſpirit, 
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ſpicit , whereby the hear and ſpirits of our bodies 
are cheriſhed and ſupported , and a matter paſſing 
by alteration into the matter of our bodies .nouri- 
ſhing and increaſing the ſubſtance of them. Dele- 
reries are ſuch as in their whole ſubſtance, direfly 
and as it were ex Diametro, are oppoſed to Alt- 
ments. For as they are in a neere familiaritie and 
affinitie leagued and linked ro our Nature; ſo theſe 
are alrogether enemies and pernitious vnto her, 
which being vied donor onely afte vs with their 
firſt and ſecond qualities , but in their whole kinde 
do corrupt whatſoeuer they touch in our bodies, 
and putrifying the ſubſtance thereof , turneit into 
their owne kinde and Similitude. Therefore Ali- 
ments and Deleteries are in their whole kinde and 
ſubſtance extremely contrary onetothe other. In 
the middle ranke betwixt theſe two extremes pur- 
ging Medicines haue their place; which neither as 
nutriments may be conuerted into our ſubſtance, 
neither as Delcteries altogether corrupt and con- 
ſume the ſame. Theſe doe partly agree and partly 
diſagree with Nature, fo as they neitherouercome 
her norcan be ouercome by her. Therefore Na- 
turethruſteth them out of doores as ſeditious and 
turbulent gueſts , ſuffering them onely ro ca 
with them bagge and baggage, I meane that ku- 
mor which the may well ſpare , and hath:moſt a- 
greement and affinitie with them. -Now if Poiſon 
be contrary to Nature, if it ſubdue and overcome 
Nature, it it be an enemy to the heart, anda cor- 
rupter of Nature, if it be in his whole kind and fub- 
ſtance oppoſed to Aliments, Naturesfood, as Aw- 
cen, 
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cen, Galen Merenrial,and Fernelius, nn, 
fathers of Phyſicke and Philoſophy haue determi- 
ned,I hope we (hall falue Galens credit wel enough: 
and Galens deſcription of Poiſon will ſtand as true 
and {uffticient, That Poiſon is that which at no time 
agreeth wich Nature. How then ſhall we anſwer 
tiis argument? If it it be a true definition of Poiſon 
at no time to agree with nature, then you muſt pur 
out Arſenicke, Orpmint with others mo out of the 
cen(e and order of Poiſons , which ſometimes and 
in ſome caſes agree with Nature as well as a man 
would wiſh. How is this proued > Thus. All rhoſe 
things which docare any Diſeaſe agree with Nature 4s 
well a4 a man would wiſh, Arſenicke, Orpmant doe care 
ome Diſeaſes, 45 V lcers and ſuch hike, therefore they 4- 
. gree with Natare az well 45 may be. 

Thelamelegge of the propoſition hath beene in 
ſome ſortalready pointed at, and the extreme lim- 
ping and halting thereof will cafily appeare to him 
that hath but halfe an eye in Philoſophy or Phy- 
ſicke, arthe firſt glimpſe. For many Philoſophers 
hold it as a Principle (though not1o ſoundly) that 
all Medicaments or Curers do im aliquam inferre 
Nature. They that are more ſound and iudiciall 
make three Orders & Ranks of Medecines, which 
(though ſome apply to purgers) may be verified of 
* all in generall. The firſt Order is of thoſe which 
they call Benigne and bleſſed medicines , becauſe 
they are very familiar and friendly to Nature, per- 
forming their operation without any the leaſt of- 
fence of her. Others are called Indifferent or mo- 
derate , becauſe they worke though. ſomewhat 
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| h yet without offeringany ſingular or 
ice wrong ynto Nature. Thethird and laſt, 


marc 


arcxermed Violent, churliſh orrough-hewen, be- 
cauſe theyiv their operation doe forcibly vellicat, 
offend and violat her. 

Now if you will haue Arſenicke a Medicament, 
you muſtneeds ſet himin one of theſe three ranks. 
Inthefirſt orſecond I am well afſured you will not 

lacehim. It remaineth then that he muſt be ran- 
ged inthelaſt band of fturdy and boiſterous Com- | 
panions,, whore ywis no greatfriends vnto Na- 
ere. Inthis order are Scammony, Hellebore,Eu- 
pborbium, who though they hauetheir ve, and 
thewoorkt of them be more tollerable then Arſe- 
nicke, yet was itneuer(as I ſuppoſc)pronounced of 
them by any man of judgement , that They agree 
withaature as well & a man would wiſh. The ſaw,the 
burning tron or aQuallcaufticke docure ſome diſ- 
caſes,yerbow abhorrent theſe things are to nature, 
all raven doc know. VVe mult not thinke that all 
thoſe things who by vanquiſhing and ſubduing 
their enemic the diſcaſe,doe giue relicfe and eaſeto 
nature, are therefore in themſelues and their pro- 
per effence agrecable and friendly vnto Narure. 
Ellebor, Scammony 8&c.(of whom before) who in 
their owneefſence being hor and fiery , are apt to 
inflame the body,and to kindle a fire or feuer where 
none was me ina bedy ſtuffed with choler, 
melancholy,andfuch ilt humors , doe by carying 
away with them the fuell which gaue nouriſhment 
to the fire , do by accident relicuc nature, put out 
chefire,and cure the diſeaſe, Two or three Flemith 
draughts 
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drauphts of cold waterhaue ſormtimes cured abur- 
ning feauer, by quenching the flame-: et <4 
riwe the Grammarian was killed by Theſſalus b 
one onely draught : andcold warer agreerh. fo w 
with moſt mens Natures, chatthey had rather 
powre it into their thooes then their ſtomacks. 
In the nextplace we are inſtrufted how topre- 
uentorcurethe bliſterings and vicerations procu- 
red by theſe plague cakes. This is all one as if a 
man1thould fir{t breake his fellowes head, andthen 
gine hima mugen: one means is mentioned 
to preuentthis inconuentence, which is, the raking 
away of the cakes, orrather(asI would counfell) 
the vtter _— thereof, which I cannot millike. 
Otherwiſe your lapping of himin thicker ſtaffe, 
yourputting linnen berwixthim & the breſt, your 
annointing the place with oile, 'as they giue more 
than ſuſpicion of his churliſh and malignantpro- 
perty,aduerſe and'pernitious vnto nature, who ſce- 
hack to be in-beſt caſe when he is fartheſt from 
her,and to delight nothing in-his neighbourhood, 
ſo they will be found poore helpes,, and weake 
meanesto encounterhis ſtrong poiſon, and maliti- 
ouſnefle. Fe 
As for the queſtion which-ismoued; !#hethey ro 
hane ſueh things cppeare , be not rather abene fit than 
an harme. I rake tt to be our ofall-queſtion, char to 
raiſe bliſtersand vicerations, in ſonoble aplace, ſo 
neere tothe liearrthe founraine of life, by-ſo vene- 
mous a ſubic as Arſenicke;cannot be any way be- 
neficiall, bur euery way oftenſiuc and noifome.For 
firſtwhar learned Phyſician. hath euer counſelled 
D 4 Velicatorys 
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Veſicatorys to be applied in thatRegion ſoneere 
vntothe moſt principall Part. Next,what reaſon is 
there of any ſuch Euacuation, when we labour to 
preſerue them that are found. Andit they be rain- 
ted with any venemous matter , how thall we be 
perſwaded that Arſenicke will by bliſters expell the 
ſame, and not rather ioine hand in hand with it to 
ouerthrow Nature , hauing by them entrance and 
acceſle : eſpecially if we conſider the old Maxime, 
Simile ſamili additum fit mage ſmile. Beſides the beſt 
learned who haue recerued theſe Amulets, hold 
that Arſenick by a {imilitude of ſubſtice doth draw 
the poiſon of the plague vnto it ſelte,and not expell 
it, which muſt be done by an Antipathy andcon- 
trariety : forthat Arſenicke thould ſtrengthen Na- 
ture and helpe her toexpell ic, ſince it is an vn- 
doubred and deadly enemy to Nature, is improba- 
ble ifnor inſcnſible. up 

Asno man doth affirine that all bliſtereg are poi- 
ſons becauſe of that eftect,and therefore you might 
haueſpared labour inproouing that which is not 
denied, fo it is euidentthat diuers poiſons doe pro- 
duce that effect, and therefore are the more dange- 
rouſly applied neere any principall part, becauſe 
heereby they doe open as itwere a doore or win- 
dow to cofuey into the body their infefting noi- 
ſome ſpirits. The cauſe why Garlicke & Multarddo 
bliſterthe outward skinne, and yettaken inwardly, 
haue no ſuch operation, is (as I ſuppoſe) becauſe 
their heat is at agent being applied to the outmoſt 
Skinne, which is a cold and membranous part, and 
ſo hauing noreliſtance doth rarifie and diſſolue his 

ZI continuity. 


eure, whoſe peſtileritheat will not be commanded 

by Nature, whether he be outwardly or inwardly 
vied, butdoth ſubdue and extinguiſh naturall hear. 
And thisI take (vndercorreQtion) to be the ſoluti- 
onofthis your Proplem. 

Whereas in the words following you affirme 
that it is manifeſt both by: Experience and Reaſon, 
that things outwardly applied; haue a&tion , and 
work into the Body by communicating their ſpiritu- 
all qualities,to the Spirits of our Bodies,by meanes 
ofthewarmth that openeth ourPores , and ratify- 
ing the {ubtill parts ofthe medicine, isthe cauſe of 
areciprocall ation and paſſion; and hereupon in- 
ferre that it may ſeeme ſtrange thar Arſenicke and 
| ſuch like ſtrong Poiſons , hauing ſo-ſtrong poiſon- 

ing Spirits, ſhould not poiſon our Spirits = =o 
euer they meet., you acknowledge that. theſe are 
ſtrange works and woonders in Nature : Firſt, that 
ſuch poiſonfull ſpirirs ſhould mingle with our Spi- 
rits, and;not offend them : Secondly , that they 
ſhould ſtrengthen them & helpethem to expell in- 
fetion. Theſe indeed are ſtrange effeRs,8 there- 
fore if we be readier to wonder atthem thantobe- 
leeuethEhaſtily,I hope you will pardon vs. Butler 
vs heare how you fſatisfie vs, & vnloſe this Gordian 
knot. Firlt therefore, youſer downe this Maxime 
or Principle : _4r ſenicke and Orpmint are no wayes 


Poiſonſull or flare fullro Nature but byrheir corrofiuents, 
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20  Again®i inpoifoned Hmnlets, 
or fretting qualities: otherwiſe, they ure 44 good both 
——_ and Carer s,45 any Ar. ned/i ef : and 
therefore ſo long as they are kept from corroding or fret- 
ting they can de no harme, but may do much goodin thet 
kinde which they do reſpett: that # to ſay, inall Arſeni- 
call Diſeaſes, 4s the Plague, the Plariſie, Noli me tan- 
gere, Cankers, and Fiſtulas, : 
If Arſenicke be aſtrong Poiſon (as you acknow- 
ledge) and Poiſons be ( as hath beene thewed) To- 
to Genere ' Sabſtantia Nature comraria., The 
deadly Foes , and irreconcilable Enemies to Na- 
ture, then your Principle and Ground muſtneeds 
ſhake, and will prooue no good Foundation to 
build vpon, which maketh it onely hurtfull ro Na- 
ture by his corroſtueneſle or fretting qualitie. It to 
be offenſtue to Nature by exceſle in ſome qualitie 
orother be ſufficient ro'proue and make a Poiſon, 
then are Scammony , Turbith, Colocynthis, &c. 
Poiſons,and not Medicaments ; for theſe all offend 
Nature in qualitie. You muſt therefore either 
make theſe Poiſons with many moe, ro conſort 
with Arſenicke-: and then we ſhall haue good ſtore 
of Poiſons. Forallfuch things as are inthe 4 De- 
ee ofcoldorhearz muſt be put ihto thisranke;; or 
els bring backe Arſnicke from the cenſe of Poiſons 
into the Claſſeof Medicaments : for which I ſup- 
poſe you will haue ſmall warrant. Theſe indeed by 
reaſon of their exceſle inqualitic , areſayd prop? ac- 
cedere ad wenena, and are called Maligna; or Yenena- 
ta; but Yenena Poiſons they can not properly. be 
called or accountedtion & paſſion, according to 
Ariſt.1. de Gen.y0.51, Fit inter contraria quaſub vno, 
eodem g, 
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eodemg, Gencre comprthendartur,, Therefore an A- 
gent according to qualities, ſhall affe& rhe quali- 
ties ofthe Body , butan Agent in the whole ſib- 
ſtance altereth the ſubſtance of our Body. Now it 
is manifeſt , that Arſenicke doth not onely worke 
vpon-the Qualities,but that he corrupteth the very 
temperament and ſubſtance of theBody. 
It you meane by Arſenicall Diſeaſes, ſuch mala- 
dies whoſe Curer and ſpecificall Antidot is Arſe- 
nicke, then are we beholding greatly to you, who 
haue found out an appropriat Alexetery for the 
Plague,whereunto the greateſt and moſt profound 
Philoſophers and Phyſicians could neuer atraine. 
For it is generally confeſſed by all , Thar the ſpeci- 
ficall Antidot of the Peſt is yet vnknowen. Thuct- 
dides ſayth , Thatthat Malady did Saperare Huma- 
nas wires, or rather Humanam imbecilitarem, And 
' the learned Maſters of our Profeſſion with one 
voiceproclaime that foraſmuch as the ſpeciall wea- 
pon to kill that Monſter is not yerfound out , we 
' muſt Pugnarecomra illam Beluan communibu pr 4/i- 
dys & remedys aliorum Venenorum. But I ratherſup- 
poſe you call thoſe Diſeaſes Arſenicall, becauſe 
they haue inthem a malignant, poiſonfull,andper- 
nitious venim,reſembling the poiſon of Arſenicke. 
How then ſhall Arſenicke be their Curer;when all 
Diſeaſes are cured by their contraries ?-vnleſle you 
will maintaine that dotage of Paracelſa4 (for fol 
muſt needs call Yagainſt Galen, That Diſcaſes are 
curedper /imilia, by their like. And then,if the Body 
beemprtie, exhauſt and extenuat, we muſt exhauſt 
and emptic it more , and notreſtore and repaire it. 
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Ifit be tooful and plethoricke, we muſt fill irmore, 
and not cuacuat ,;if it be ſtopped and obſtructed, 
then we muſtramme and ie vp more, and not 


deobſtrud and open : ifitbetoo hoat, we mult lay 
on-more wood , and not put out the Fire either by 
hingguay the fuell or quenching the flame, If 
there be Solutis continui, we muſt nor vnite, but diſ- 
ioyne the parts, & ſc incaters, If I thought thar 
this vncouth and vnſcholarlike Paradox would be 
mainteined , itwere calie for me to make the Point 
as plaine as the Kings high-way. But I muſe much 
how the Pluriſie commeth into the Tribe of theſe 
Arſenicall Diſeaſes , vnleſſe you put an addition to 
him,and call him aPeſtilentiall Plurifte. 

The way whereby thefe Poiſons are metamor- 
phoſed into as good if not better Preſeruatiues and 
Curersasany moſtin vie, is to keepe them(as you 
fay) from fretting and corroding. And that this 
may be done, you prooue by example of the 
pc inGermany , who firſt drinking fallet 
oyle, and after taking great quantities of theſe poi- 
ſons, are preſerued from harme and danger. That 

- Sallet oile, butter, = any __ vnCtuous things 
are good againſt poiſons, it will bereadily granted. 
Pha they ſhould be of fuch force eadalbcact 
as to ſecure a man that ſhould take after themgreat 
rom of Arſenicke, you ſhall giue me leaueto 

oubt. And I thinke I thal haue mo fellowes,then 
there be Mountebanks in GermamSdr Curtelans in 
Venice. For why ſhould we not thinke thatthere is 
as much vertue in Treacle, Mithridate , and thoſe 
other Antidats which they take after thoſe Poi- 


ſons, 
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not them ſufficient tro match and maſter theſe Poi- 


ſons. Neither is it like that Mathiolwo had any ſuch mathiolus 
telleth of 


another 
ear ; fraud or 1ug 
of their Art, which they conceale , Tangquam ſacra lingtricke 


farre more 


' robable. 
odde Quackſaluer or other, and that he was fo cre- [jþ. 6. co- 


dulous to belecue it, ſhall we build the concluſions menr. in 8 
iolc,pr 


fat. 


inward familiariry with Mountebanks, as thartthey 
would acquant him with the ſecrets and myſteries 


Eleuſinia. But ſuppole he was tolde this by ſome 


of our Art ypon the credit of a iugling Mounte- 
banke, or will any man be ſo madde that is compos 
mentis,vpon the Mountebanks word to try the Ex. 
periment, &arming himſelfe with a good draughe 
ortwo of Salletoile, afterward deuour great quan- 
tities of Arſenicke. ® 

Thar the corroding Qualitie of Arſenicke ,may 
be cleanetaken away, you ſhall pardon me if Iþe- 
lecue not your Chyniſts , it they doe ( as you fay) 
athrme it neuer fo confidently. Wehauean home- 
ly and true ſaying, The Dinell will be the Diuell 
whether you bake roſte, ſeerh, or broile him, or 
howſocuer you handle him. N araram expellas &c: 
So Arlſenicke ſo long as he remaineth Arſenitke, 
(vnlefſe you deftroy bis Nature, and thenrhe caſe 
is altered, He is nomore He) will vadoubredly 
ſhew of what houſe he commeth by corrodings 
and corrupting . Neither doe your inſtances of 
Aron roots, or the gall of an oxeprooue the con- 
trary. For we muſt remember that there be rwo. 
kindes of Quahities , the one common or as ſome 
call themaccidental};rhe other ſpecificall and for- 
mall. The Qualities which are common or acci- 
E 3 denticall, 
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dentall,may be remooued from their Subiedts. But 
thoſe thatare ſpecificall , cannot be ſeparated, Srme 
 tnteritu ſubiefF1.As ina man to be hoat, cold, moiſt, 
, may beabſcntorpreſent with him : but to be 
ri/ebilis or iraſcibilis , can in no wiſe be ſeparated 
from him ſo long as he is a man. The burning Qua- 
litie of Aron roots is accidentall and common, and 
therefore remooueable. But the corroding or poi- 
ſoning Quality of Arſenicke (for theſe you make al 
one) 1s by all learned Phyſicions held ſpecifical and 
eſſenciall. For elſe how thould it be Toto genere, &+ 
ſubHantia Delererium, Concerning your Oxe Gall, 
whoſe bitterneſle you ſay you haue remooued , I 
lay onely this : If ic be Gall, thenitis bitter , if it be 
not bitter,then it is not Gall. Ka man put three gal- 
lons of water tothree ſpoonefull of wine,and draw- 
ing out aglaſſefull, make his friend drinke thereof, 
affirming it to be wine, he will he ready to ſay,thar 
were itnot forthe name of wine, he had as leaue 
drinke water. Such mixture muſt hauetheir name 
of the Prxdominant. And I ſuppole thathee thar 
ſhould raſte your ſweetned Gall , would call it gal- 
led ſugar, and not ſugred gall ,as onedid acuppe of 
drinke mixed by his friend , yetnottothe liking of 
his ſtomacke, wined water, andnot watred wine. 
Whereas youthinke it abſurd, that there ſhould 
not be as ſure away to correct the poiſoning quality 
of Arſenicke by minerall meanes, as thereis means 
to correct the offending qualities, of Scammony, 
Agaricke, Hellebor,8&c. by vegetables, me thinkes 
your ſpeech is very harſh and vncouth, both forthe 
phraſe & ſenſe. For mine own partI neuer heard or 
read 
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read of thecorreQing of poiſons, butonely of Me- 
dicines offending in quality, ofwhich fort are thoſe 
which you haue reckoned,whoſe offenſiue quality 
being retunded, they are vied without danger, and 
to the benefit and comfort of mankind. Bur as for 
Arſenicke or ſuch like poiſons, being as hath beene 
often prooued Toto genere deleteria, the infeſt and 
morrall enemies of Nature,you may as ſoone make 
an Athiopian white withwaſhing , as make them 
friendly and comfortable to our bodies by cor- 
reing , vnleſle by correftingyou meanedeſtroy- 
ing of their Nature and ſubſtance altogether, by 
reducing them to a C put mortuwn as you cal them, 
and that is a ſtrange kinde of correQting : or elſe 
they produceſuch efte& by accident, intending no 
ſuch matter any more, then /aſons enemy did,who 
by his ſword cured his Apoſteme , which the Phy- 
{icions could not heale. _ 

All this while you haue endeuored ro prooue 
that theſe Amulets may be wornewithour harme, 
which how you haue performed, ahora /it Iudi- 
cn. Now youwill ſhew how they doe good. 

Your opinion concerning the maner how they 
doe good, you ſet downe- in theſe words. 7 a/ure 
my ſelfe that there iintheſe Minerals which the Al- 
Kcee/) call therr ſpirits, good ftore of gold,or ro ſpeake a 
litile plainer, of the ſpirits of gold, and from thence in my 
opinton1r hath that incredible and admirable operation 
inpreſeruing our ſpiritis frominfeetion. 

This (as Lſuppoſe) will be an incredible and ad- 
mirable opinion vnto our Philoſophers & Phyfici- 
ans,who may turne oyera good number of books, 
E 4 before 
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before they find any mentionof ſuch a far-ferched 
and dearely bought conceit. There are three ſeue- 
rall opinions concerning this matter. The firft is, 
_ that by wearing theſe Amulets, the heart is inured 
and accuſtomed vnto poiſon, and ſoby this famili- 
arity learneth to contemne it. Concerning this 
conceit I will fay nothing my ſelfe, but you ſhall 
heare what Crato that moſt learned Germaine, and 
Emperiall Phyſicion ſpeaketh to it , Epif. ad Mo- 
Paniun, 
Touching the bagges of Arſenicke , I finde no 
other reaſon for them woorth mentioning, ſaue 
tharthereby the heart is accuſtomed vnto poiſon. 
But how weake and dangerqus a reaſon this is, and 
thara man carcfull ofa good conſcience ought not 
totruſtro it, you caſily diſcerne. Therefore though 
youſhould producefixe hundred Authors which 
allow them, you ſhall not perfwade me to vic or 
approoucthem. I cantell you, fince you vrge me, 
vpon my owne knowledge that Creckonius was (0 
weakened and exulcerated in the breſt by them, 
that he threw away the bagge with great indigna- 
tion in the caſtle of Grave#em., I could fay the like 
of others. That which followeth in Crato is worth 
the reading, but I muſt make haſte. 

The ſecond opinionis that of Antonius Firmanw, 
who faith thar Arſenicke by ſimilirude of ſubſtance 
draweth to it the venemous and contagious Se- 
minaries ofthe Plague, and by that meanes preſer- 
ucth him that weareth it. This opinion the Dil- 
courſerat large would ſeemeto follow in his En- 
gliſh Treatiſe of the Peſtilence , lately ſer foorth, 
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another 4s Arſenicke doth,who waiderh the poiſon of the 


Plague inſen(ibly. Quod venenum & yt rem inn;vh 
py wy aA ratione calianariv. This Antipathy 
in Arſenicke experience doth allow;&e,  # 
Marke how Clarke-like he reaſonerth. Firſt 

faich that Arſenicke draweth the venome by ſimik- 
rude of forme, & ratione calidran, Theninthe ve- 
ry next words,cither forgetting what he had faide 
before , or not vnderſtanding , what he was abour 
to ſay, heattributerh this effetroan Antiparhy or 
,contrariety. ButI will ſtand no longer abouthim, 
You leaue him to his wandring Muſes : Ne quem non 
inuenio 2/quam eſſe putem nuſquam. Yer one thing 
by the way would not be ouerpaſled, that whereas 
he would — great Linguiſt , he hath-in 
the Epiſtle ro theReader inſertewonely two Greek 
words, and thelaſt ſecmeth not to bevnderſtood , 
and for the firſt a meane ſcholler in <Melcafters 
ſchoole, will cafily rell him thar it is neither good 
Grecke nor yettrue Latine, but Caco ethen ſeribenat 
indeed. 

Concerning the opinion it is not true , that 
eueryſvenome ts like to Arſenicke , neither that 
euery poiſon is like in. ſubſtance and Nature with 
another poiſon : neither can all contagious ſc- 
minaries be like to Arſenicke , fince they are not 
of the ſame violence , Analogie , or fimilirude 
one with another , as might be ecafily ſhewed 
© ſomeinfeQing onely Cartle, others Fiſhes, orhers 
men. Whart thea if the poiſon ofthe Plague be — 
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like in Nate with Agſenicke': what if it be like in 


Nature. but ſtronger and hoater then Arſenicke. 
_ Surely then it mult draw the poiſon of Arſenicke, 
vnto it intothe body,and doubletheeuill. 

The thirdand laſt opinion is, that Arſenicke doth 
by a certaine ſecret —_— or contrariety op- 
pugne, vanquiſh and expell the- poiſon' of the 
Plague. This hathof all other the moſtprobabiliry 
ground of reaſon , but it hath place onely then 
whenthe ſeminaries of the Peſtilence are Contrarie 
to the poiſon of Arſenicke ; for then the two poi- 
ſons may warre and skirmith one with the other in 
ſuchſortas they both ſpending their forces and ri- 

or, ech againſt the other,and ſo dying-in that col- 

ation and combat, the party by accident may 
eſcape with his life. And in this caſe peraduenture 
there might be ſome trueth in that obſeruation 
Which Philipp uiazingraſias, Fallepiwe and Maſſa, 
learned men, and woorthy of good credit, haue 
made. And inthis caſe ſome ſuppoſe that might 
be true which _4v/onizs Gallas reporteth of a leud 
huſwife in theſe verſes. 
Toxica Zelotypodedit xor ſeua HMarito 
', necſaris ad mortew credidit eſſe detwn., 
Miſcuit argenti lechalia Ponder a wins 
cogeret vt celerem vs geminata Necem 
Diuidat has {i quis factum diſcreta venenum 
Antidorum [umit qui ſoxtata bibet 
Ergointer eſe daws noxia pocutacertant 
ceſat lethaiay noxa ſalutifer e. 
Protinau & Vieues aluipetiere receſſin 
lubriea devettiaqud via notacibis 
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& cum Fats volunt bing venena invaut. .' 
And yerthe diſcreet and prudent Phyſician witnot 
n counſell the- wearing of Arlenicke co 
' curethe Plague. For in poiſons oppoſing Nature 
in their whole ſubſtance ; there is r1o:Auktificiall or 
rationall method as Gelenteacheth cAwrh.rz.cap.6, 
and the Phyſician cannot difſcerne but by euentvn- 
to what poiſon, or Analogie of poiſon Arſcnicke is 
oppolit, The ſymparhys or antipathys of poiſons 
together with the forces and ſecret inſuks of con 
tagious ſeminaries , are vnknowen to the Phyſici- 
an. Thejidioſygcralye, or particular Natures ( as 
Galencalleth them,are inknowen,& (for oughe we 
can ſee) incomprehenſible vnto humane imbecilli- 
tic, Gal.3.Merh,cap.7, And ifthe Degree, Narure, 
and facultie of that poiſon be not to be eaſily di- 
ſcerned, which proceedeth of corruption of hu- 
mors in our bodies, much lefke isthathidden-ma- 
liciouſneſle of theſe Minerals which is fare more 
ſubtile, ſecrer, and vnſearchable. Firſt therefore 
there muſt be a poiſon inthe body : nexr that poi- 
ſon muſt be contrary to Arſenicke : chirdly ic muſt 
be of equall force, elle if he ſuruiue and be of force 
after he hath ſubdued his enemie, he may doe a 
ſhrewd turne when al is done. Ve conclude there- 
fore that it is raſhandtemerarious counſell, to vie 
a Medicine, which if itfinde notan enemy to ſtrug- 
gle with, will eafily ſpeed and kill the party. Better 
it is to follow Galexs aduiſe , who in his booke De 
Simp writing againſt Zenorxates,would haue a Phy- 
ſician neuer to vie any Medicine which may 
F 2 preiudiciall, 
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As for the fourth opinion,your golden Conceir 
thatthis maruellous operation ſhould be wrought 
by the ſpirits of Goldin Arlenicke, I ſuppoſe there 
is farre lefle: likelihood or probability therein, than 
in. the golden dreame of the Philoſophers ſtone, 
whercinto mauy haue fallen being rich , and awa- 
ked out of the ſame ſtarke beggars. 
- Firſt, howſhould we imagine, thatthe Goldor 
golden ſpirits which are fancied to be in Arſenicke 
thould more preuaile in preſeruing Nature, than 
the Arſenicall ſpirits (whoſe Quantity muſt needs 
be farre greater) in violating and corrupting her. 
Secondly, it this woondertfull worke of preſeruati- 
on proceed from gold and his ſpirits, being in fo 
{ſmall quantitie (as they muſt needs be if they bear 
all) in alitde lumpe of Arſenicke ; why doc. younor 
rather counſell mento weare about theirnecks, vp- 
on the-Region of the heart a double Ducate or a 
plate of Golde, ſeeing therein muſt needs be grea- 
_ rer quantity of ſpirits, more neercly and firmely 

vnited then in Arſenicke ?- Beſide this might be 
done without all er and Froas ſecuritie,, the 
Arſenicallſpirits (which are fo ll neighbors) being 
remoued, 1 know right well that gold is of great 
vertue. Aw ſacrs = quid non moriatia cogis 
| Pedtora ? | TRIO ts: 

One ſaith truely,that there wasnofort incxpug- 
nable, Ad quod Aſmus auroonuitme poſit aſcendere. 
It isa cunning locke which a golden key will not 
open. Bur yctamongall the vertues and mc 
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Gold (which are manifold) 1 red that 'rec- 
koned, that it ſhoul Its Wearerers thereof 
from Plague and Pot 
Whereas youſend.vs to the-Refiners of Mettals 
| tobe fatisficd.in this point, I canaſlure you that 
one of the skilfulleſt workemen and beſt practiſed 
inthatkinde about London bein Sade »What 
Golde he thoughtto be in Arlenicke, made. this 
anſiyere : Thatthere was as much Golde in Arſe- 
nicke as in a Rat. And this he affirmed to be not 
only his iudgement, but the concluſionofthe cun- 
ningeſt workemaſters in Minerals about the City. 
for Paracel/m to whom in thenext place you 
referre vs, I would be loath Bonar horas tam-mal} 
collocare , though I haue miſpent ſome time inmy 
dayes,and i it may be about him : of whoſe writings 
may ſay the cleane- contrary, , that Socrates did of 
Heracl:tws booke. Thoſethings (fayd he, being de- 
manded what he thought of it which I'vnderſtand 
are very excellent, and therefore ſuppoſethe reft 
which I vnderſtand not tobe anſwerabletothem : 
Forl can fay,that ſuch thingsin Parace//aw which I 
vnderſtand, are exceeding triuolous, abſurd and ri- 
diculous,and therefore Ifuppoſe the greate _ 
not all the reſt included in his barbarous Rid 
be ſutable and a le with them. But RE 
you ſtile himabſolarely the moſt earned Chymuall wri- 
ter and worker that exer wrote, and I may perhaps be 
deemed partiall, you ſhall heare the i of 
that graue, learned and mot iudiciall Phyſician 
Crato concerning him , with whomJ cancurre in 


ehacpoint, Epift, ad Theod, Zuingerwn, Ep. Med. 4 
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Scolrziau ep. 137. where hauing purged himſelfe of 
afalſecalumniation, that he ſhould be an enemy to 
Chymicall Preparations,he annexeth theſe words: 
Inſamam vero Paracelſicam gui ſummos in Arte Med. 
Atagiſtros, imo Artemipſam Med. Re Arcana ſas 
(wr appellam) contemmnit, & nouam nobie famis Me- 
dicinamfabricat , atq, diſcentes a bonts Authoribus ad 
Fornaces ableg as, omnem demtg, Seculi noſtri Excellen- 
Ham degcere fiudet ot ſua Medicamenta exrollar, nun- 
quam probami. Ariem enim ipſam Hippocratis & do- 
Frina wethodic « Galeni, acceptam ferre, vt eraditum 
Medicum oportet 3 ita Paracelſica ſommnia, tor verborum 
falfitatis enuolucris tefta & tam monſtroſis nominibus 
variata fugere virwn bonum decer. 

Let Faractiſms be eſteemed by you and his fol- 
lowers a skilfull Chymicall writer and worker, vn- 
doubredly he was neuer learned , neither will be e- 
uer ſoreputed among the learned. Giue him what 
_- you _ among Mechanicks or Empericks, 

you. will needs hauc ito; for thatis the higheſt 
Formewherunto you can aduancehim: bur it you 
offerto ſerhimonthe Bench among the Sages and 
Senatours of Learning, you ſhall doe him wrong 
andyour (elſe to. Neither doe Iyer denie but that 
he hath ſome things of good vie. Andſo had Theſ- 
ſala that olde Bragadochian of Galens time , and 
Fiorowamw that notorious Empericke & Impottor 
of ourtime , who was baniſhed Yerice, butthoſe, - 
mixed with ſomauch vanitie , pride and infolencie 
as marrethall, You ſhall finde it ordinary in illibe- 
rall and illettered Natures (if you marke it well) 
that hauing attained any lice ſmartering —_ 
EY | cage, 
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ledge, ſmall portion of riches; ormeanedegree of 
honour,they are farre more cleuated,and:tranipor- 
red with high and ouerweening thoughts, than in- 
genuous and generous mindes of farre greater futh- 
ciencie. I haue often maruelled how. any man of 
wiſedome and modeſtie,ſeeing the incredible info- 
lencte and impudencie, the intollerable vaniticand 
follic, the ridiculous and childiſhcrakings and van= 
tings of Paracelſas, thould once commend hiny 
ow noting his contrary vices, and giuing him 
a daſh witha blacke coale. | 
Touching Piftorivs whom you onely produce 
as a Patron of yeur Amulets , _— I have lintle 
orno acquaintance with hum , yetit ex ngus Leo- 
em | muſt needs ſay , That his ſpeeches ſauour of, 
too too much vanutie '(if not follic and falſehood) 
and come very neere the Mountbanks phraſe, who 
vie to ſet out their baſeſt trath with c-long and 
bombaſted termes , and craking and lying vaunts. 
Firſt he affirmeth, Thar many Jralian Phy ſirrans are of 
opinion , That there was neuer 4 more ex thing 
granted ro martall men by God, to preſerue ihem 
the Plague. Secondly , That they call it a diuine MMedi- 
eine inuented by God. Thirdly, that they take it upon 
their oathes, That nener any fell ſicke that ware theme; 
Hee dam recenſentur ſat ſuper g, config antur. 
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You heard in the beginming,what Father Awge- Theſe are 


ceiued of them. And it is certaine, that Af 
learned 
diſputed 


againſt them, And fure I am that Gerar- 


dus Columbarhe great Phyſician of Meſanadilclai- 
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Reader of Padua hath learnedly and largely 2=e- 
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meth them vrrerly. Butt is woorthnoting, Firſt 
that theſe Phyſicians who ſo highly commend 
theſe Amulets, are namelefle. Secondly,that they 
offer oath vpon the marter, fearing belike that their 
words would not be taken : whereas (it their credit 
were good) their bare words would paſle as cur- 
rantly as their oaths. Laſtly,their hyperbolicall c6- 
mendations of |a poore poiſoned cake, ſeemeth to 
me the Re of vaunting Quack-ſaluers, rather 
than of learned Phyſicians. As for his experiment 
in Zericke Ann, 64.and in Baill, that he knew none 
die who worethem ; who will belecue him, ſince 
we haue more than ſufficient experience, both 


Of the heretofore and of late in Lowdoy, and you your ſelfe 
contrary. acknowledge the ſame , but holde it piticto dero- 


ate from the creditof ſonoble and generall a Me- 
cine,for a few particular Inſtances. How noble a 
Medicine itis, I hope hath appeared by this time. 
SureI am that it is no rationall Medicine , and 
thatthe moſt learned Phyſicians , who haue hand- 
| kdthe Argumentofthe Plague, do either direatly 
oppu It, as Augenims, Columba, Maſſaria,crc.or 
paſleitouer in filence , asnotwoorthy to be na- 
med or mentioned with rationall and noble Anti- 
dots and Alexeterics (as Palmariworrather Ferne- 
lime that worthy Light of Phylicke(for that learned 
booke of the plague being'the moſt Scholarlike, 
iudicialland abſolute in thar kind, thatI euer mer 
with) is thought to be written by him , and ſer out 
. \by Pahmarim his Scholar) orels if they mention it 
in the Tale after a great ranke of rationall 
Medicines , they {ct this or the like brand inthe 
forhead 
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forhead of it. Q#idam >: opt or Quidam (with- 
out naming them) Conſalunt tabellam ex Arſenico. 
Certaine Empericks, or certaine (not woorthy to 
benaimed) counſell a table of Arſenicke,as P/ater ws 
Heurniw,c7c. 

To conclude ſince Phyſicke is the Artof hel- 
ping, healing, curing , I fee not what we haue to 
doe with Poiſons , _ 

Precaution, and Preuention , or to relicue them, 
who by errour or malice haue medled with them. 
Me thinks it is wholeſome and Fatherly counſell 
that Hippocrates giueth to all his Scholars, Thar 
they ſhould alwayes propound vnto themſclues 
theſe two ends : Firſt, Ne noceant. Secondly, pro- 
deſſe poſnt, Firſt , That they be ſurero do no hure 
to their Patients. Secondly , That they endeuour 
to doe ſome good. As for thoſe wholeauing fo 


reat yarictic of ſafe , wholeſome and falutiferous 


edecins, as God of his infinite bountic hath ſto- 
red vs withall, will needs be ſtill rampering with 
Poiſons, and Delereries, they ſeeme to melikethe 
fooliſh flies, who forſake the ſweer herbs and flow- 
ers to buzze about the candle, fo long till their 
wings be ſinged, and themſclues oft times burned 
with the Flame. I might giue inſtances heereof, 
butthatT haſten to an end. Itisnotgood medling 

with edge-tooles. Qui amat Periculumperibr in eo. 
Thus I haue preſumed to _ ſomewhat 
moreatlarge, concerning theſe Amulets no# con- 
tentionia amore, ſed veritatis indagands ſtudio : and 
thatit may appeare that I am = ofaſeruile _— 
tion 


eſle it beto giuecouncell of 
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ſitiontorelie vponthe opinion ofany, be heneuer 
ſo learned , vnleſſe it be vnderpropped with Lear- 
ning and Reaſon : the rather becauſcI vnderſtand 
that this Taske was expected at my hands. As for 
that learned & ancient Phyſitian (who hath taken 
vpanhim their Defence and Patronage) I confeſle 
thatas I aimednotdireRly and particularly at him 
in my firſt writing againſt them (they being ordi- 
narily diſpenſed by many Chirurgians and Apo- 
thecaries in London, ſome of them being my kinde 
friends, ſo I doenow beare himno more grudge, 
malice, or enuic, then my ſelfe : though I haue 
beene of late diſcourteouſly and hardly intreated, 
reieted and ſhut out from conference. Which 
kinde of dealing, how it agreeth with the Rules of 
+ Chriſtianity or libcrall Profeſſion, ler indifferent 
men iudge. Who knoweth not that our greateſt 
Diuines and beſt Lawyers dodifſent one from an- 
other,in ſome one point or other of their Arts. Do 
they therforebreake off all ſocietic , and proclaime 
open hoſtilitic one againſt another ? God forbid. I 
haue read that Ariftides and Periclesthough they 
were at oddes, and iarred ofteri in the Senate of 
Athens by reaſon of ſecret emulation, yer when 
they were to vndertake any publicke affaire or em- 
baſſage,they did Simalates in faribav Pairia deponere, 
eaſ4, redeuntes reſamere, So] could wiſhthat Phyfi- 
tians ſhould leaue their priuate and diſ- 
contentments at home in thetrowne , and 
not carie them abroad in their boſomes amon 
their Patients, tothe diſgrace of herfilimmrand 
: publicke 
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Agcinſt inpeiſewed, 
publicke opprobrief, and ſlander of their Profeſſt- 
on. Asfor me, I amneithertoo skilfull tolearne, 

nor too old toerre : Butdefire to follow thar 
councell ofthe Oratour.n ſententia 
permaneto. Enimuero niſi ala 
wvicerit mehior. 
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Sit nomen Domipi benditas, 


Amica fit (quzſo ) hc inter nos dif- 
ſentio, Opinionumnon Volun- = 
tatum, Studiorum,non 
Animorum, 


Non opus habes Amuletis &* Periaptis qui= 
bus ſimul concurrit, & coopera- 


tur Drabolus. 


Thou haſt no need of Amulets, with whom 
the Diuell doth concurre and 


COOPerates 
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